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Congratulations to Bill Stimpson our club’s new President. Bill says,  
 
           “ It is my hope and my commitment to all club members to continue to 
promote the sport of cycling and the well being of the Clinton River Riders”.  
 
Congratulations also to Annette Smith who moves from publisher to the club’s 
Treasurer. And thanks much to Julie Windhorst for taking over as publisher. 
 
Many thanks go out to John and Marilyn Tarantino for their years of service. The 
club has benefited in many ways from your leadership and dedication.  
 
I would also like to thank Annette and Bill Smith for their help in getting this 
newsletter out. They handled the printing, labeling, stamping, and mailing every 
month from both here and in Florida that saved me a ton of time.  
 
There’s more congratulations inside this month’s newsletter as well as other inter-
esting tidbits such as,... why are the Clinton River Riders becoming a “chic” club, 
where are the BWR donations going, new rules for advertising your wares in the 
newsletter, Bike Feast tickets, possible new secret destination for “men” members 
only, and other stuff I’ve managed to cram in here.  
 
Gary Haelewyn, Editor                                                 Julie Windhorst, Publisher 
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February 2005 

1st Monday                                        MONDAYS 
Club Meeting, Mt Clemens Library (downstairs), 150 Cass Ave, just west of southbound Gratiot on the North side of 
Cass across from Mt Clemens High School.  

6 : 0 0  P M          THURSDAYS                                  LIGHTS REQUIRED 
Meet Bill and Bill at  Prestige Cycles, Moravian & Garfield, 2 hour ride to unknown destinations at 13-15 MPH. 
9 : 0 0 A M                                             SATURDAYS 
Meet Jane Bernard for the Schultz Funeral Home Ride at 9:00AM at Toepher (8-1/2Mile) and Gratiot for a 30-35 mile, 14-
16mph ride with breakfast or lunch after the ride. Goes every Saturday through the winter unless it’s raining at the start lo-
cation, or the roads are icy.   
 9 : 0 0 A M 
Meet TJ Hill at the West Branch Parking Lot  for a 50 miles of Mountain biking.  Lunch will be in Lake Orion around the 
30 mile mark. 
9 : 0 0 A M                                              SUNDAYS 
Meet TJ Hill at the Stoney Creek Boat Launch for more Mountain biking to unknown destinations at the pace of the slow-
est rider for a distance to be determined 

HOTLINE 
586-819-0222  

(Press 1 for latest updates) 

CHANGES 
Call Bill Baker, Ride Director 
586-739-0261 
CRRrides@wideopenwest.com 

WEEKLY  RIDES 
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Feb 27 - Ice Hike-Pointe Pelee. 9:30 am. Sierra Club 14th Annual Ice Hike. We are hoping for mounds of breaking-up ice 
and snow pushed onto the Pointe by Lake Erie winter winds. If we get it, the vista will be spectacular! Dress warmly for 2-3 
hours of outdoor fun, exploring the interior trails of Pointe Pelee, and climbing the snow piles out on the pointe. Meet in Win-
dsor at the Ontario Information Center on Route 3, (Huron Church Rd.) 3/4 mile south of the Ambassador Bridge. Bring pass-
port; border crossing picture I.D. Ride share to Pointe Pelee, restaurant stop after. Liz Allingham, 313-581-7579. 
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Note: Send newsletter ride changes and/or additions to BLUECYCLIST@YAHOO.COM 
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   Birthdays 
 
 Bday  First      Last Name 
 
03/07 Cathy  Muhl 
03/09 Rick    Okerhjelm 
03/18 Phyllis Mottershead 
03/20 Gerald Anderson 
03/22 Scott   Reader 
03/26 Pennie Morauski 
03/30 Bill       Duemling 
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Members at the February meeting approved a motion to allow a business to advertise in the club’s news-
letter.  Only members are allowed to advertise their business using the following monthly rates: 
 

$10 Business Card size, $35 1/4 page size, $50 1/2 page size,  $100 Full page size 
 
The advertisement must be sent to bluecyclist@yahoo.com, and a check, payable to Clinton River Riders 
mailed to Gary Haelewyn 41706 Merrimac Cir, Clinton Twp MI 48038. Up to 6 months can be prepaid.  

BWR Donations recommended by the Finance Committee meeting on January 23rd and approved by the 
members at the February meeting are as follows: 
 
  $500  — League of American Bicyclists, a national Bicycle Advocacy group 
  $250  — Polyann/Lapeer County Trail—Multiuse trail organization 
$1000  — Variety Club—Donates bikes, helmets and locks to under privileged children. 
  $250  — PEAC—Provides tandem riding to blind stokers. 
               
NOTE: The club pre-committed $1 per BWR rider to League of Michigan Bicyclists  
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    Once Upon A Time by T J Hill 
 
 Back in the first half of the last century during the years 1948 and 1949 I was accused of being a Professional Cy-
clist. Mike Walden was the accuser though he said it with a big grin on his face. It seems that I had hired into the Western 
Union Telegraph Company as a messenger. I delivered telegrams via bicycle when working out of the office located at 
Grand River and Warren in Detroit. 
 
 This was summertime employment between semesters of school. I got this job by following the lead of Don Mi-
tasky who had gotten that job and encouraged me to follow suit. Don was about a year older than me and was the person 
from whom I bought my first, skinny tire bike, a Humber that became known as an, “English Racer.” 
 
 Don and I lived on Sussex in Detroit near Joy Road and Greenfield. Grand River and Warren was 3 or 4 miles 
further into the city from where we lived. Though I was very familiar with the streets within a few miles of my home, 
Warren and Grand River was not in my knowledge base so far as side streets were concerned. I had a good deal of anxi-
ety about taking the job for fear I wouldn’t be able to find the streets to which the telegrams were addressed. 
 
 Anxiety or not I got the job and got started. The delivery area was divided into quadrants from the office location 
at Grand River and Warren. The office manager would give you a pile of telegrams that she had sorted into zones and 
wrote a time that you had to complete delivery. Your first job was to sort the telegrams into some order that you could 
follow without having to do much backtracking. 
 
 At first I got help from Don arranging the order before setting off to make the deliveries. It didn’t take me long 
to learn all the streets in our area and thus sort and deliver on my own. Both Don and I were bike racers of a sort and 
thus we were pretty fast on the bike and generally completed our delivery with time to spare. I was advised to not show 
up to much before your time was up or we might find ourselves having to scramble to get the deliveries done within the 
time allotted by the office manager. 
 
 Of our eight-hour shift we were likely on the bike 6 hours each day. I don’t know how many miles we covered 
each day but needless to say it was plenty. Along with our work time we added the distance from home and back to our 
daily mileage. 
 
 We covered a large swath of the Detroit landscape during our deliveries and thus were very well versed in where 
seemingly everything was located. Among the places I delivered to was the Olympia Stadium, home of the Detroit Red 
Wings. Since it was summer there was no hockey going on at the time. On occasion I was sent downtown to work out of 
the Main Office at Congress and Shelby. What I recall from those times was that you didn’t get in much bike riding but 
rather a lot of riding up and down elevators. 
 
 On one occasion I had a telegram that I interpreted as going to 1301 Grand River. This seemed to be out of the 
area from the remainder of my telegrams. I made all my other deliveries then went searching for 1301. There was no such 
address and no such company in that area. Back at the office I ran into Don Mitasky and mentioned the distance I had 
gone searching for 1301 Grand River. Don took one look at the address and said that is 5301 and it is the Crown Cork 
and Seal Company and it is only a couple blocks from the office. Don took the telegram from me and said he would de-
liver it. He also said not to mention the error to the manager even though it was her handwriting I had misinterpreted. So 
Don saved me from a reprimand and all went well. 
 
 When school started our employment went from five days a week to Saturdays only. I made $5.23 for and eight-
hour shift. That was I believe $0.75 per hour. It was a great job for a skinny kid that thought bike riding was about the 
most enjoyable thing he had ever done. 
 

Sept. 2 - 5  --  MIDWEST TANDEM RALLY 2005 Grand Rapids, Michigan Presented by the MUTS - Michigan United 
Tandem Society. Host Hotel: Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, downtown Grand Rapids.  
 
There are enough rooms at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel for all MTR 2005 attendees!  
 
For complete details on MTR 2005, including on-line registration, a downloadable registration form, and an opportu-
nity to volunteer to help the weekend of the Rally, visit the official event website:  http://www.cmiregistration.com/user/
splash.jxp?org=441 



Gary Haelewyn  
41706 Merrimac 

Clinton Twp MI 48038 


